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CITIZENS UK
THE LIVING WAGE CAMPAIGN
“More important than ever”
A resource for Anglican parishes:

A service of celebration and thanksgiving for workers

The current climate

We are currently experiencing the highest levels of inflation in 40 years with wages struggling to keep up as the cost-of-living crisis deepening. The Living Wage Foundation ‘s Life on low pay polling (September 2022) found that of those earning below the real Living Wage:
· Over half (56%) of low-paid workers report using foodbanks over the last 12 months

· Almost half of low-paid workers (42%) report regularly skipping meals due to financial reasons, up ten percentage points since January 2022.

· Nearly a third (32%) report being unable to heat their homes due to financial reasons, up nine percentage points since January. 
In this context, our work to tackle in-work poverty is more important than ever.
The campaign
Throughout 2021-22 Citizens UK chapters have been joining forces as part of our #LivingWage4SocialCare priority campaign. Together we’ve won thousands of pay rises for and with care workers and our churches have been at the heart of the action. There’s much to celebrate, but much more to do.
In September 2022 the new real Living Wage rates were announced, with accredited Living Wage employers now being asked to pay £10.90 p/hr and £11.95 in London meaning over £390’000 workers are facing an inflation-matching pay-rise. Millions of workers however remain in low-paid work and during Living Wage Week 2022 (w/c 14th Nov) we are encouraging churches to give profile to this during your services.  We worship a God of justice who in Jesus preached a gospel of human dignity and equality for all. A carpenter himself, Christ knew himself the stresses and strains of work and the dignity that is offered by meaningful employment. As his followers, we 

partner with God to create a more just workplace. The fight for better pay is a great way to do this.
This resource is aimed at equipping parishes to run a service on or around Living Wage Week. In light of the priority campaign the focus is on giving thanks for care-givers, but you may wish to adapt this for workers more generally.

Planning the service

What are the aims?

There may be several aims which you can focus more or less on depending on your context;

· acknowledging and celebrating the vocation of people who give care or workers more generally
· educating the church and wider community about the largely invisible contribution of care-givers
· raising the profile for the campaign and connect your church community into it

· building informal support networks in the church and wider community
How could you follow up the service?
· offering an invitation to those gathered to participate in the ongoing Citizens UK campaign will be worth doing. Find out how your chapter is taking action locally and be ready to invite people into the action. 
· run a short listening campaign in your church or wider community to better understand how the cost-of-living crisis is affecting people. 
BASIC SERVICE OUTLINE

Within this framework it is possible to be very flexible, including, music, poetry, personal stories etc.
PREPARATION         
Welcome and opening prayer

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

Bible reading (s)

Psalm or scriptural song

[If this service is replacing your usual main Sunday service then a sermon or reflection on the reading(s), and a creed or affirmation of faith may also be included]

 PRAYERS

Including a Collect and the Lord’s Prayer

[If this service is replacing your usual main Sunday service then Prayers of Penitence may also be included]

ACTION

An act of commissioning

or Symbol of thanksgiving (giving a gift or card, lighting a candle…)

or Anointing may take place at this point.

CONCLUSION



Blessing or peace or grace, and dismissal  

AN EXAMPLE OF A SIMPLE WEEKDAY SERVICE IN CELEBRATION OF OLDER CAREGIVERS
PREPARATION         
Welcome and opening prayer

God of Love and Care who chose Abraham and Sarah to care for Isaac, and Zachariah and Elizabeth to care for John in their old age, whose servants Simeon and Anna watched for the fulfillment of your Kingdom and called down blessings on your son, we give you thanks for the tender love and service of all older people who give care. This is so often a quiet and private ministry but nothing is unseen by you. Give your church the eyes to see it, a heart to celebrate it, and hands ready to help. We ask this in the name of him who gave his life for us, your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen


Hymn or song   
     

The Collect for the day
    THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
First reading
Isaiah 46:3,4

Second reading 2 Corinthians 1:1-5

Psalm 23 (Psalms 71 is also very appropriate)
Third reading 1 Corinthians 12:12-27

      PRAYER
These use the refrain
May we bear one another’s burdens and so fulfill the law of Christ
Father, forgive our blindness to the courage and wisdom of those among us who give care to their loved ones. Forgive our lack of imagination, forgive our tendency to act as individual organs and not as parts of an interconnected body. Confident in your forgiveness, May we
Bear one another’s burdens and so fulfill the law of Christ

We give thanks for all who work to support care-givers individually and through national campaigns particularly today thinking of the work of Age UK, Carers UK, and the Citizens UK campaign to win a real Living Wage for care workers. May we 

Bear one another’s burdens and so fulfill the law of Christ

We pray for those for whom we care, naming them in the quiet of our hearts…. Help us to entrust them to you. We give thanks for what they are able to give to us. We offer you our worries for the future. Make us ready to ask for help and support and give us grace to receive it. May we

Bear one another’s burdens and so fulfill the law of Christ

We pray for ourselves, for health and strength – physical, emotional, and spiritual. Help us to lean on you, give us others to share our load. Help us to be kind to ourselves, as you have been kind to us. Above all, keep a flame of hope burning in our hearts. May we

Bear one another’s burdens and so fulfill the law of Christ

We pray for your body, the Church. Bind us together in love that the fruits of your Spirit may flow through our lives; love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. 

Bear one another’s burdens and so fulfill the law of Christ

They conclude with the Lord’ Prayer

ANOINTING

Hymn or song

Those who wish, receive anointing on their palms as an act of healing and recognition of their vocation

CONCLUSION  
Hymn or song

We say the Grace to each other:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all, evermore. 
Amen.
� With thanks to Joanna Collicott (Citizens UK leader and Priest, Oxford Diocese) for creating the first draft of this resource, amended by Pete Rogers (Senior Organiser, Citizens UK)





PAGE  
6


